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EDITORIAL NOTES 
A Business Confronted with the present world 
Man's 

situation, one is instinctively led to 
Patriotism, inquire if human beings are either in 
tellectually or morally worthy of peace. It is easy to 

conclude today that civilization is headed straight for 

the pit. We grasp eagerly, therefore, at every ray of 

hope. We were greatly encouraged, the other day, by 
a visit from one of the most successful manufacturers 
of the Central West. He came into our office and laid 

upon our desk the following: 
I STAND BACK OF OUR PRESIDENT. 

At this critical period in the history of our country, I 
believe it is the duty of every patriotic American to stand 
back of our President in a spirit of loyalty and cooperation. 

I am convinced, powever, that the cause of humanity can 
never really be served by methods which array men against 
their brothers in a spirit of suspicion and hate. Justice can 
not be permanently secured by means which prove merely 
the might, not the right, of a nation. Honor cannot be main 
tained by the organized slaughter of men by men. 

The most precious possession of mankind is the spirit of 
brotherhood and cooperate service. Without it there is no 
life worth the living. Civilization advances just in propor 
tion as men act upon a belief in their fellow-men. Since war 

destroys this spirit of brotherhood, which is humanity's 
greatest possession, war is humanity's greatest foe. 

The people of every land are longing for the time when 
love shall conquer hate, when cooperation shall replace con 

flict, when war shall be no more. This time will come only 
when the people of some great nation dare to sacrifice the 
outworn traditions of international dealing and act to make 
the present what they want the future to be. 

The United States can be the nation and this is the time. 
It is America's supreme opportunity. 

Unflinching good will, no less than war, demands courage, 
patriotism, and self-sacrifice. To such a victory over itself, 
to such a leadership of the world, to such an embodiment of 
the matchless, invincible power of good will this otherwise 

tragic hour challenges our country. 

(Signature).................................. 

City .................................. 

State............................ 

Sign and mail to His Excellency Woodrow Wilson, Presi 

dent of the United States, Executive Mansion, Washington, 
D. C. 

Send copies to your Congressmen and United States Sena 

tors. 

NoTE.-If you are a patriotic American, please copy this 

and mail to all your friends-asking them in turn to do like 

.wise. Thus can we show our loyalty to our President as he 

struggles through these dark days to keep this nation out of 
war. 

The author of this message is a modest Christian gen 

tleman, and prefers that his name should not appear in 

connection with any propaganda. Since, however, he 

did not refuse us the privilege of publishing his name, 

we feel it our duty to inform our readers that lie is 

William D. Bishop, president of the Bishop Manufactur 

ing Company, of Grand Rapids, Michigan. We may 
add that we have been glad to circulate this document 

widely. We have no doubt that it will contribute not 
a little to a saner judgment and a wiser behavior on the 

part of many loyal Americans. 

Teaching Interest in the plan here outlined 
Pan-Americanism 

some time ago for correspondence be In the Schools. tween the schools of the United States 
and of various South American countries continues 

keen. Ambassador Na6n's recent trip to New Hamp 
shire, where the correspondence was first started, will be 

found recounted in brief on page 123. From the other 

side of the continent comes the report from Carl W. 

Gross, 1027 Bellvue Court, Seattle, Washington, to the 

effect that the schools of Seattle are taking up the mat 

ter, and that efforts to put the plan on a systematic basis 
are being made. Those interested in it who are located 

in the West or Middle West would do well to correspond 
with Mr. Gross. 

The most difficult link to forge in this chain of letters 
is that of the South American schools. Ambassador 

Na6n has lent much assistance in the case of Argentina. 
Other South American countries are not so readily rep 
resented in this particular. Efforts are being made in 
this office to trace out educators in the other American 

republics who will give the plan sponsorship. Mean 
while the many letters received from interested readers 
are preserved on file for notification as soon as oppor 
tunities appear for further extension of the correspond 
ence. Others engaged in or interested in this work. 
especially those who have established such a correspond 

ence, and are in a position to give information as to 

possible channels for the forwarding of other letters, are 

urged to communicate with this office. 
In a discussion at Concord of the problem of closer 

relations between Argentina and the United States, of 
which the correspondence scheme is but a small part, 
Ambassador Na6n spoke words that may well deserve 
our close attention. In part, he said: 

The problem of closer commercial relations between our 
countries is a practical question and it would be solved 
sooner, in my opinion, if it were to study reciprocally our 
commercial methods and characteristics. On our part we 
have already done our very best and we are not asleep at 
the switch. I venture to believe that a very convenient way is 
to organize a special Argentine-American Chamber of Com 
merce in which the parties interested in this task of further 
ing to the utmost our commercial bonds would study and 
seek to solve all the problems that such a task would present 
to us. Organizations of like character exist at present in all 
the countries of Europe and have produced great results in 
the development of the commercial relations between Argen 
tina and these countries. Why not, then, use the same suc 
cessful mieans in the furthering of our common interests at 
the present moment?~ 
The Argentine republic has followed and continues to fol 
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low with admiration and regard the wonderful progress of 
your great country; it is studying your actions in every 
branch of activity and your history. Your political, economic 
and social institutions are familiar to it as are your indus 
trial and commercial organizations and methods. There is 
not a single detail of your national life which escapes the 
study, the attention and the knowledge of our statesmen or 
of those who direct the industrial and commercial activity 
of the Argentine Republic, and it is upon that knowledge and 
that study that is based our admiration and our sympathetic 
feeling. As a people of ideals-of human ideals, 1 mean 

they encourage with their enthusiastic applause progress 
and action wherever they may appear. 

I cannot venture to affirm that the same study and the 
same knowledge can be attributed to this country with re 

spect to ours. If that study and that knowledge were pres 
ent, you also would be familiar with our problems; we also 
would be objects of your admiration. American applause 
would also greet and encourage the action and the efforts of 

those who are at the other end of the continent and are 

building up another type of democracy and republicanism, 
another element of human progress, another political glory 
for America. 

"Cleaning-up" Less than eight months ago it was 
Mexico. the prevailing expression in newspaper 

editorials of the typically red-blooded 

American sort that there was nothing for it but to go in 

and "clean up" Mexico. It might take us five years 

sage advisers said ten, even twenty-but once done the 

only hope for peace and good will below the Rio Grande 

would be assured. Any one who had any further pa 
tience with Mexican chicanery and double-dealing, who 

considered Mexicans as "people" to be dealt with as we 

would deal with citizens of our own country, was, among 
other things, a "white-livered menace to the nation's 

honor"-possibly even worse, a pacifist! 
It would be well to let such expressions be forgotten 

now, but we drag them to the light merely to point, not 

a moral, but a general, observation: if the man who 

looks ahead, patiently and in all humanity, be a coward, 
it is such cowards that we need sorely in America. 

The facts at present are: that Carranza has been 
elected President of the Republic of Mexico by a vote 

unprecedented in that country's history; that Villa is 

weakened and powerless; that good government in Mex 
ica is spreading steadily and in an enlightened manner 
over the yet troublesome states, and that with it goes 

concomitantly the spread of school facilities, order, and 
thrift-the great allies of every patriotic nation. Mex 
ico is being cleaned up, and, strangely enough, our 

national honor is unstained thereby. 

Compulsory In the midst of what are too often 
Training- frenzied and diffuse arguments against 

Slave Mker. 
nmlitary drill, compulsory service, and 

conscription, it is bracing to come upon such a clearly 
stated opinion as that quoted below. These are the 
words of one who knows whereof he speaks, and who 
speaks with the eloqunce of brevity. The writer is 

Prof. Jacques Loeb, biologist of the Rockefeller Insti 

tute, who avers, in a letter written to Amos Pinchot: 
It Is an actual experience in Germany that men who have 

received that drill are afterwards much more willing tools of 
anybody whom they are liable to consider as belonging to the 
officer class or caste. The German Junker has no difficulty 
with young men on his estates if they have served In the 
army. His mere imitation of the voice and manner of an 
officer who gives command at once cows his slaves Into sub 
mission. This Is the way by which the German Landrat or 
bureaucrat in general rules the masses. . . . The great 
est danger of militarism lies exactly In the direction you 
indicate, the abolition of initiative and spirit of freedom. 

Germany shows that even the highest development of modern 
science is not able to overcome the conditional reflexes pro 
duced by militaristic drill and by the glorification of the 
nursery intriguers and exploiters in nursery and school. 

I have been depressed over the recent developments in this 
country. I left Germany because I felt that I could not live 
In a r6gime of oppression such as Bismarck had created at 
the time I left Europe. When I reached America I felt like a 
free being. It is a keen disappointment to realize now that 

my sons are likely to face the same tyranny In this country, 
to which I had come in the hope that it would remain free 
from the curse of that personal despotism which finds Its ex 
pression In a militaristic regime. 

"Between The nine thousand "assistant edit 
Friends." ors" whom we have addressed during 

the past few months uider this cap 
tion, on another page, are urged for this month to de 
vote their careful attention to the ten principles of 

peace through justice printed upon the cover of this 
issue. They are urged to read the first nine through 

many times carefully, until each detail of this cumula 
tive platform is clear and distinct, in itself and in its 
relation to each of the others, in their minds. They are 
then urged to imprint the tenth indelibly upon their 
consciousnesses. The creation of an enlightened public 
opinion is our work, is their work, and the one pre 
eminently needful task, now and for all time. 

UNCLE SAM, dressing himself up in a special "peace" 
garb of $368,553,388 worth of naval preparedness, may 
be tempted to regard his reflection in the glass of his 
own intentions as admirably and appropriately costumed. 
It is not the first time that such utter self-deception has 
been practised. He fails to note that his own opinion 
of the fittingness of his raiment is not the important 
thing. When he comes clanking into the society of the 
nations he will find himself regarded in a decidedly more 
unfavorable light. This may be assumed from such 
noteworthy comment as that of the Paris Temps, which, 
noting that England's last naval appropriation before 
the war did not exceed $74,250,000, comments on our 
inconsistency in these words: "The United States pre 
pares for the future, and its naval projects reveal a de 
sire to conquer in the event of war. Today the United 
States counsels peace to the belligerents, but it seems 
to be preparing to impose it tomorrow by arms. 
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